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Your Excellency President Idriss Deby Itno, President of the Republic of 
Chad and the Chair of the African Union, 
 
Excellencies Heads of State and Government here present, 
 
Your Excellency Dr Nkosana Dlamini Zuma, Chairperson of the African 
Union Commission, 
 
Excellencies, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
It is with honor and privilege that I present to Your Excellencies, the final 
report of the High Level Committee (HLC) on the Post-2015 Agenda.  We 
were tasked by this august body to ensure that Africa’s priorities find 
their rightful place in the new global development agenda, which were to 
succeed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
 
As you may recall, the 21st Ordinary Session of the African Union of May 
26-27th, 2013 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia created a 10-head of state and 
government - committee to craft a continental framework that would be 
fed into the United Nation’s Post-2015 global development agenda. The 
Summit selected two representatives from each region of the continent. 
North Africa: H.E Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, President of Mauritania and 
H.E Abdelaziz Bouteflika, President of Algeria. East Africa: H.E Haile 
Meriam Desalegn, Prime Minister of Ethiopia and H.E Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam, Prime Minister of Mauritius. Southern Africa: H.E Jacob 
Zuma, President of South Africa and H.E Hifikepunye Pohamba, President 
of Namibia. Central Africa: H.E Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of Congo 
and H.E Idriss Deby Itno, President of Chad. West Africa: H.E Alpha 
Conde, President of Guinea and I had the honor to Chair the Committee. 
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Our committee was requested to crystalize and synthesize, and consult 
as deemed necessary, so as to finalize a Common African Position (CAP) 
on the Post-2015 and ensure that the priorities identified therein are 
integrated into the new global development agenda. The High Level 
Committee was also requested to report annually on the implementation 
process by Member States. The Assembly also mandated the African 
Union Commission, the NEPAD Agency, in collaboration with UNECA, 
AfDB, UNDP and other relevant Organizations operating in the social 
sector to support the activities of the HLC. 
 
The CAP was adopted during the 22nd Ordinary Session of this Assembly   
30-31 January 2014 in Addis Ababa and launched in Ndjamena, Chad, in 
February 2014. CAP was  built on 6 pillars that translated the views and 
aspirations of the African people expressed through continent wide 
consultations involving stakeholders at national, regional, and 
continental levels. This included governments, private sectors, civil 
society organizations, women and youth associations, and academia. CAP 
stood on six pillars:  

1. Structural Economic Transformation and Inclusive Growth;  
2. Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI);  
3. People Centered Development;  
4. Environmental Sustainability, Natural Resources Management 
and Disaster Risk Management;  
5. Peace and Security; and  
6. Finance and Partnerships.  

 
The 24th Ordinary Session of the Assembly held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia,  29-30 January 2015 endorsed recommendations by the High 
Level Committee pertaining to the structure and Terms of Reference that 
frame the participation of the African Group of Negotiators in the 
intergovernmental negotiations on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 
The African Group of Negotiators in New York were designated to be the  
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single negotiating body on behalf of the continent to promote Africa’s 
position and priorities  in the intergovernmental negotiations process.  
 
After years of consultations and negotiations that included all 
stakeholders in every region of the world, member states of the United 
Nations, on September 25, 2015, adopted the new global development 
agenda to replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which  
expired at the end of 2015. The new development agenda is titled 
Transforming Our World: 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.  
 
Agenda 2030 with its 17 goals and 169 targets is inextricably linked to 
the Addis Ababa Action Plan adopted in July 2015 and the Paris 
Declaration on Climate Change which will be adapted in its final version 
in New York in April 2016. Building synergy and complementarity 
amongst these three global instruments will be critical to the successful 
achievement of our common objectives. 
 
While the MDGs were brought to us already made, prepared by experts 
mostly in New York, the new development agenda adopted on 
September 25, 2015 emanated from the people. While the MDGs were 
based on the narrative of developing-developed nations with donors on 
one end and receivers on the other, the SDGs are universal and concern 
all people everywhere.  
 
We must note that Africa was the only region of the world that brought 
to the negotiations a common position on every aspect of the 
development agenda. Africa also brought into the domain of 
development the notion of peace and security, which are indispensable 
requirement for development. Although there was some resistance in 
certain quarters on this issue, we were able to convince other partners of 
the imperative of including these two elements. And today Goal 16 which 
refers peaceful and safe societies is a prominent aspect of the 
development agenda.  
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CAP was Africa’s contribution to the formulation of the global 
development agenda. The 17 SDGs captured almost all the elements of 
the CAP and we have aknowleged that CAP was an integral part of 
Agenda 2063 which was adopted in January 2015.  
 

Agenda 2063 was based not only on consultations of a broad spectrum of 
African stakeholders including the diaspora, as well as insruments of our 
organization including the Constitutive Act, Lagos Plan of Action, Abuja 
Treaty, declarations and other existing continental frameworks and 
programs.  
 

We are encouraged that by implementing First Ten Year Implementation 
Plan, African member states will be implementing SDGs as well. They will 
simultaneously be meeting their continental and global obligations. 
Domestication through integration of the contents of Agenda 2063 into 
national and regional strategic frameworks and action plans is ongoing. 
At least 23 countries on the continent have already held consultations 
with the AU domestication missions. Processes towards implementation 
of the 12 fast track projects/programs of Agenda 2063 have been 
initiated. 
 

Achieving the effective implementation of the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda will depend, inter alia on, the creation of a strong monitoring and 
evaluation mechanism to ensure that commitments through the 20 goals 
of Agenda 2063 and 17 SDGs are met.  

 

Statisticians around the world and in Africa are currently engaged in the 
exercise of quantifying and costing the indicators of the new 
development agendas.   
 

I am pleased to say that through its work, the  High  Level Committee on 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda reinforced the notion of African 
Unity. Through the Committee, African leaders exhibited their 
commitment to work collectively in meeting the challenges faced by our 
people.   
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Today, we can take pride in announcing that Africa’s priorities, as 
emanating from the people from all over our continent, have found their 
rightful place in the new global development agenda. This demonstrates 
clearly that in unity, our voices will go far.  
 
When the General Assembly adopted Agenda 2030 and its SDGs in 
September 2015, our African Union HLC, the African negotiators, the 
African Union Commission and all the organizations that lent technical 
and logistical  support in the formulation and dissemination of CAP, 
could rightly take pride that their efforts had been rewarded.  
 
None of this would have taken place without the vision and strong 
leadership of my sister Dr. Nkosana Dlamani Zuma, the Chairperson of 
the African Union Commission.  Thank you Madam Chairperson. 
 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Colleagues, the High Level Committee on  
wishes to express profound gratitude to the AU Assembly for reposing g 
such high confidence this important task in the interest of Africa. 
 
We have only completed one chapter in this process. Now the second and 
even more challenging task is to translate these noble goals and ideals 
into palpable realities that will empower our people and put an end to 
the cycle of poverty and instability. 
 
The Committee has successfully completed its assigned task.  The report 
is now in your hands. Let’s bring the same sense of purpose to the 
implementation phase.   
 
I thank you. 


